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1. Course Description

This is an introductory course to sociolinguistics for M.A. students of TEFL at Sharif
University of Technology. As an interdisciplinary/cross-disciplinary field, Sociolinguistics
derives its theoretical and methodological approaches from several fields including
Linguistics, Sociology, and Anthropology. The focus of this course will be on exploring
(English) language in its social context; however, several issues with regard to other
languages in Iran will be raised. Students native in languages/dialects other than standard
Persian will be encouraged to deliver lectures on their languages/dialects, their attitudes
towards them, and other sociolinguistic factors therein.

2. Course Goals

By the end of this term, students are expected to:
learn about the history, origin, and later developments in the field of sociolinguistics;
have a firm understanding of the main areas of research introduced in the syllabus;
learn the research methods and data collection approaches in sociolinguistic studies;
know about the place of language in society and its sociopolitical power;
explore the attitudes of Iranians towards English, Persian, Turkish, and Kurdish;
learn to respect and value language diversity and variation;

3. Scoring Criteria

a) Active Participation 2 points

Active participation is essential for a meaningful learning experience in this course. Students

are expected to:

- Attend all sessions regularly and punctually, having completed assigned readings.

- Engage thoughtfully in discussions by asking questions, sharing insights, and
responding to peers.

- Demonstrate critical reflection through in-class activities.
Note on Attendance:

- More than two unexcused absences may negatively impact your final grade.

- Frequent tardiness or lack of participation will result in a lower participation score.

b) Presentation 2 points

As part of this course, each student will deliver a 15-minute seminar presentation on an

assigned topic from the syllabus. The presentation aims to deepen your understanding of

discourse analysis while developing critical academic and communicative skills.

Guidelines:

- Research papers will be assigned by the instructor for presentation or chosen in
consultation with the course instructor.

- Prepare PowerPoint slides and a brief written synopsis of the paper.

- Go beyond superficial summary: engage critically with the paper’s arguments,
methodology, and relevance to TEFL/discourse studies.

- Presenters should demonstrate in-depth reading of their assigned paper, while all
students are expected to read the assigned paper for discussion.

- This exercise will help you refine research skills and may serve as a foundation for
your final project or future proposals.

- Presentations are integral to the learning process; approach them as both a scholarly
obligation and an opportunity to explore your academic interests.



<)

Midterm Exam 4 points

d) Final Exam 12 Points

This exam will:

Assess your understanding of key concepts, theories, and applications covered
throughout the term;

Include a variety of question formats (short answer, case analysis, and essay questions)
Require you to synthesize course material and demonstrate critical thinking skills

Term Paper (Optional) 2 Points

The topic for the term paper will be confirmed based on the consultations with the
course instructor. Students are expected to arrange some appointments with the
instructor so that the term paper will emerge during the term based on the topics
discussed. Students who do not finalize their topics with the instructor and merely
submit a paper at the end will receive NO POINTS for their work however good it might
be. The paper should be 5000 to 6000 words in length with at least 15 references
including books, academic articles, and book chapters.

Topic Development

o Topics must be approved through consultation with the instructor

o Schedule at least two advising meetings during the term

o Bring draft materials to each consultation for feedback
Submission Requirements

o Formal academic structure (introduction, literature review, methodology, etc.)
o Minimum 10-15 scholarly sources (peer-reviewed articles, academic

books/chapters)
o Proper citations using APA 7t
Important Notes

o Final paper submission without instructor consultations will not be graded
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comments in Canada. Journal of Intercultural Communication Research, 45(3), 214-232.
Rezaei, S. (2017). Researching identity in language and education. In S. May (Series
Editor), Encyclopedia of Language and Education: Vol. 10. Research methods in language
and education. Dordrecht: Springer Publication.



Rezaeij, S., Khatib, M., & Baleghizadeh, S. (2014). Language identity among Iranian
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6. Course Schedule

Session Topics Sources
1 Introducing the syllabus Holmes (2013), Ch. 1
History of Sociolinguistics Wardhaugh (2015), Ch. 1
Spolsky (2011)
2 Bilingualism Holmes (2013), Ch. 2
Multilingualism Keshavarz & Astaneh (2004)
Diglossia Modirkhamene (2006)
code-switching/mixing
3 Language maintenance, shift & revival | Holmes (2013), Ch. 3
PLUS Ch. 10 from Edwards (2010)
Esperanto Sheyholislami & Sharifi (2016)
4 Lingua franca Holmes (2013), Ch. 4
Pidgin Ates etal. (2015)
Creole Abouelhassan et al. (2016)
World Englishes
5 Language policies and planning Holmes (2013), Ch. 5
Mirvahedi (2017)
Mirhosseini & Khodakarami (2016)
6 Research Methods in Sociolinguistics Holmes & Hazen (2013)
Meyerhoff et al. (2015)
Rezaei (2017)
7 Gender and Language Holmes (2013), Ch. 7
Ghajarieh, & Salami (2016)
Foroutan (2012)
8 Bourdieu in Sociolinguistic Studies Bourdieu (1991)
Blommaert (2015)
9 Seminar on sociolinguistic issues in Students’ seminars
Iran
10 Language in social networks and Holmes (2013), Ch. 8
media Lawless (2014)
Kelly-Holmes (2006)
11 Intercultural Communication Hosseini Fatemi et al. (2016)
Rahman et al,, (2016)
12 Linguistic landscape Gorter (2013)
Amouzadeh & Tavangar (2008)
Hasrati et al.,, (2016)
13 Language Attitudes Holmes (2013), Ch. 15
Rezaei et al. (2014)
Mirshahidi (2016)
14 Language and Migration Borjian (2016)
Karimzad (2016)
15 Anthropological Linguistics Atoofi (2013)

Hoffman (1989)




